
By Jeremiah O’Leary ; ^ j week. Let me $ay simply that when I 

w*«hington surstftfr Writer - .>< ; - see a rattlesnake on the ; doorstep, I 
; A showdown between House AsSas* > ^ion't hesitate; I stomp on it $nd an- 
sinations i ^Committe^.Chairma^ later - ' Thisl may not 

Henry Bi Gonzalez aiid i Richard ..A;cl alway? ‘ S ^? elegant but Is explain- 
Sprague, tne man he is trying tb fireS. 

as its chief counsel, now won’t . comb''^'^-"' ez ‘‘' ;a s0 ' sf° m ped' .a - bit on 

Until Monday when the; cotnmittee'^ Re P ; -^ ichardson p reyer, D-N.C., 
meets in all-day session to organize- who w?inted ll ? c s P ra B ue affair ta be 
itself. * , Hj'Vn ,, - v .^h dealt with behind closed doors, and 

* In fact, the disorganization 1 deep- ^^t mpti5d st0 P Gonzalez’ speech 
ened yesterday when eight commiti# ^ th the adjournment motion, 
tee members Headed-off •'Gonzalez***-* --* 1, know-youri intense .desire to be 
attempt to got the Sprague affair set^v ^ ir ! rt ® n *^ Gonzalez said. “But I am 
tied. .. , - . . ; , . still chairman'.’,’ , 

i Many observers interpret this in- : . , p . re y cr retorted. “I do not seek the 
creasing chaos as an indication that > Caa rmanship and I wouldn’t take the 
the investigation may notlivebeyond^W^^manship-’’ ; ; ■ : 

its current funding, which rims’ out Preyer s motion passed. / 

March 31. ; j the. .vote, Sprague - and his 

: ' These dight' committed out °f the room With 



ft 


• Sprague has/ been 1 ' Tiffed jpy; |the|^» If Sprfegufe doesn’t stfep dowiv Gon : 

chairman but is undcf instructions /Zaiez says - he ■ won’t f request -: an? 
from the test of, the committee toii/ extension of /the’ cbmmittee’s ! Tife.^ 
stand fast. : ■ even if he does, the bitter con- 

• Gonzalez has Appointed Kennfetn 'jTrontatibri has > increased the prob-|’ 



i t have /enough^feven V'feortsideririg- continuing, thisj 
aries of even' the Tlcommittfefe.Vi!y,. -V! ; K 


l THE ; MESS REACHED' its fiaclir / 




voted quickly t6 adjourn yesterday to 4 /Cdmniitte^: members, but Gon 
prevent a public airing of the ' za ‘ cz remainc d * n his seat and im- 
Gonzalez-Sprague feud. • Only Gon- medi ateiy launched into an elaborate 
zaiez voted “No.” .... statement of his reasons for firing 

The vote came after the chairman. '? ! ^P ra S ua v/ " 'Ari.'H '•■■■.. -'■'".-■'f /-/:/)' j 
tried to bring up the Sprague issue//// THIS ■ WAS FOLLOWED by an l 
publicly in the hearing chamber. '' '' hour-long barrage of questions from , 
{ $ v> the /press,'/ during ' Which •; Gonzalez ) 

“NOW WE COME to the final item made , detailed charges of insubordi- : 
’on the planned agenda, the matter of nation, deceit, dishonesty, irresponsi- j 
Mr. Richard A. Sprague,” .Gohzalezil hility, inflated payrolls, unexplained ! 
• began. IT ; know some of my col- v expenditures and .other infractions ; 
leagues were alarmed by What they 1 against Sprague. , i . : : ./. 
saw as my precipitate action last • The situation is: ; '. 


-The staff doesn’ 
money to pay the salaries 

73 persons hired by Sprague, /and. 

Gonzalez says he will not/ sign "any J* yesterday when Gonzalez read to the? 
voucher for Sprague to get paid, ;^';^f£presS , what’ he . described as tran- : 
• The committee’s 11 Other membofs!?;sCrrpts‘6f things Sprague had said to" 
arc almost desperately trying tb l «hls,gtafffersiabout the commlttee. l 'As ; 
avoid making a . public .choice ‘ be- // He, read,'" one/, of /•’’iSpragu'e’s * aides 
tween their chairman aiid the chief ^ openly tape-recordfed everything. ‘,1 
counsel. They cannot .remove; Gon/f/l* Later, Sprague’s office was asked, 
zaiez as fehairman; V'bniy./HouSfe 1 ?,' to ■febmmentllon/Gbnzalez’ ' charges^ 
Speaker Thbnaas FV,0’Neiji;cbM^^ ,said,v 

tha *• ! ../:•/ be" 

•The Sprague staffers; alhiost'ali^; considers to 1 be his professional rfe-? 
loyal to thp mart Who hired thfem, artfeKSponsibilityj Tand s therefore has- no 
unable tp travel to seek leads. bn _the', ,!n > comment to make at this time; This' 

murders-'- nf X' ! ^TriKri ri Id h’. 


files of the . FBI Until ' the ' Sprague* Preyer Wanted to be 'chairman. Gon- 
situatiort^ ^is settled/’ ,v ’jfnv^^f'zalez'^tdid Reporters, "'■•I'lTfeoncluded 
* In about a month, the staff has ,to : (f rom /the /meetings) that/Sprague 
produce some compelling^ ^ heW ;feVi-/^relied bri Preyer and that Preyer was 
dence if there is to be any hope bf,theij acting as a« facto' chairman.’.*'' 

House approving a contjnufed favestt^V^- It also. ..Was- disclosed at the posi- 
gation. , . /• ' meeting sessiop that the FBI has 


‘\v;& 






what purports to be a recently dis- He also said Sprague has failed to 

BUT ■ j t T tt r p ■''' n t?d A'D ^ 9^^ J . s §i d/^* Much nio rev 

^rh^Nnl^Ir^ lor^ V s ? at ®f; m ^rwjthouf any indication of where the! 
fflw 19 , 63 . an f P^P ort » tP t'furids topay them would come from. ' 

ite- 

,ali I 

checked to see if SnrnmWi^,. "i? 1 • a l a ;sa4»ry of $30,000. Another era-, 
[were personal but he doesn't ^know of^wasyjig'pSd'at Vrate of$4 M(f 
ffl* . business in Philadel- '|:’a e^pir?^ i ^^eaS'lSls nj 
■t-— ■ (o^e^c^pUcan^alQys 




